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WINDSOR CASTLE  
 
 

Creative writing for the classroom 
 

(Activities are aimed at Key Stage 2 and can be adapted for Key Stage 1)  

 
China Museum 

List all of the items that would be needed for Queen Victoria's 

Coronation dinner in 1838 and describe all of those objects with a 

variety of adjectives, labelling how the table would look for this 

royal event.  

  

 

Grand Vestibule  

Imagine a dialogue between Queen Victoria and her favourite 

collie dog, Sharp, or the Austrian sculptor, Boehm, who designed 

her statue in 1871. This could be presented as a cartoon/flipbook 

with speechbubbles. Consider the language/register of speech. 

 

 

Waterloo Chamber  

As a journalist/ royal correspondent, write a recount of the 1992 Windsor Castle fire. 

Report on colours, textures, sounds and smells to create atmosphere in the article. 

(Possible use of YouTube footage from the fire and salvaging.)  

 

 

King's Drawing Room  

Write a play script to include a variety of characters (royal and/or servant), plot and 

setting. (Links with Victorian playwrights e.g. Oscar Wilde, George Bernard Shaw.) 

 

 

King's Bedchamber 

With the bed as a stimulus and other stories including beds, create a royal fairy-tale. E.g. 

Goldilocks, Princess and the Pea, Sleeping beauty, Princess Fiona in Shrek trapped in the tower. 

(Also Five Little Monkeys jumping on the bed counting nursery rhyme by Eileen Christelow.) 

 
 

St George's Hall 

Create a menu or recipe fit for a queen – using instructional 

writing and imperatives to explain how to cook the ingredients. 

(Also use of French language in menus.)  

 

 

Crimson Drawing Room  

Design a Christmas card to include a festive greeting or poem, 

or write a Christmas carol. (Links with Charles Dickens – A 

Christmas Carol.)  
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Grand Reception Room  

As a guest of a 'royal sleepover' explain what thank you present 

would be offered to Queen Victoria and why?  

 

 

Garter Throne Room  

After sitting on the ivory throne for hours what would Queen 

Victoria have been thinking?  Or choose a character from an 

investiture. How would he/she have been feeling? 

Write a narrative in the first or third person form. 

 

 

Extension activities relating to any Victorian works of art on display in the State 

Apartments and the Semi-State rooms: 

 

If this object could talk what would it say? 

Who would have used this object? And what for? 

A day in the life of a… 

 

Characters in paintings and portraits: 

What happened next? 

Hot-seating 

Role-play 

 

 
Follow up ideas 

 

 Using the online archival journal www.queenvictoriasjournals.org write a diary entry.  

If Queen Victoria had been on Facebook or Twitter what would she have written?! 

 

 In 1848 Queen Victoria allowed members of the public to visit Windsor Castle, like 

we can today. Design a promotional poster with persuasive writing to advertise 

the grand opening for the first time.  Or create a visitor/tourist guide for the Castle.   

 

 The year is 1842, as the engineer Isambard Kingdom Brunel, write a formal letter 

using appropriate register, to convince Queen Victoria or Prince Albert to travel by 

train for the first time from Buckingham Palace to Windsor Castle, outlining the 

advantages of rail travel. Use statements of fact and opinion. (NB Prince Albert had 

tried out the journey first to see if it was safe for the Queen.)  

 

 Hold a class debate - discuss and record the pros and cons of the passing of the 
Education Act in 1870. Queen Victoria had already opened the Royal School in 

Windsor Great Park for the education of Crown Estate children in 1845. (Links with 

Charles Dickens Oliver Twist.) 

 

 

http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org/
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 Compare Queen Victoria to other fictional characters in stories e.g. the Wicked 

Queen in Snow White or queens from Disney films, the Queen in Roald Dahl's The 

BFG, the Snow Queen by Hans Christian Anderson, the White Witch from The 

Chronicles of Narnia by C. S Lewis, the Queen of Hearts from Alice in Wonderland or 

Queen Guinevere from the Legends of King Arthur. 

 

 Imagine a conversation between Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II or Prince 

Albert and the Duke of Edinburgh describing how they feel and what they have 

experienced during their reigns or at the Coronation or Diamond Jubilee. 

 

 Create a timeline of significant events during Queen Victoria's reign. 

 

 Using the Ivory Throne as inspiration, design a chair – devise plans and instructions 
for the furniture maker.  

 

 

Non-fiction reference materials: 

 

Online resources 
www.royalcollection.org.uk/learning/schools/windsor-school-visits/Queen-Victoria-at-Windsor-Castle 

 
www.royalcollection.org.uk/exhibitions/victoria-albert-art-love 

 

www.royalcollection.org.uk/exhibitions/queen-victoria-and-the-crimea 

 

 

Further research 
www.royal.gov.uk/HistoryoftheMonarchy/KingsandQueensoftheUnitedKingdom/TheHanoverians/Victoria.aspx 

 
www.royal.gov.uk/monarchandcommonwealth/commonwealthmembers/membersofthecommonwealth.aspx 

 

www.stgeorges-windsor.org and www.royal.gov.uk/theroyalresidences/frogmore/frogmore.aspx 
Albert Memorial Chapel, St George's Chapel at Windsor Castle and Frogmore Mausoleum in the grounds of 

Frogmore House, where Queen Victoria and Prince Albert are buried. (Link with The Widow at Windsor poem 

by Rudyard Kipling.)  
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