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Newly attributed portrait by Lucas Cranach the Elder
goes on display at Windsor Castle
The painting Portrait of a Lady and her son, c.1510–40, recently discovered to be by the
German master Lucas Cranach the Elder (1472–1553) and his workshop goes on public
display at Windsor Castle from today (Tuesday, 14 November). The painting was a
Christmas gift from Queen Victoria to Prince Albert in 1840 and is part of the Royal
Collection.
The double portrait shows an unidentified consort of a Prince-elector of the Holy Roman
Empire and her son, their hands clasped together. Although acquired by Queen Victoria as a
work by the Renaissance artist, by the early 20th century the painting was considered to be
the work of Franz Wolfgang Rohrich (1787–1834). The composition has an intimacy which
was thought to have been Rohrich's invention and uncharacteristic of Cranach's style.
Rohrich was a prolific imitator of Cranach and produced over 40 versions of this portrait. He
sold them as original works by Cranach, and they can be found in collections all over Europe.
In collaboration with TH Köln (the University of Applied Sciences, Cologne), Royal Collection
Trust's conservators and curators examined the work ahead of its loan to the major
exhibition Cranach der Alterer: Meister Marke Moderne at the Museum Kunstpalast, Düsseldorf
in spring 2017. Infrared reflectography was used to look beneath the paint surface, revealing
preliminary underdrawing typical of Cranach's work. Analysis of the pigments, metal leaf and
the application of paint provided further evidence that the portrait was a work of the
16th century.
Finally an x-ray of the painting revealed that a fibrous material had been used in the
preparation of the panel. Analysis of similar fibres on other works by Cranach has identified
them as tendons, and in one instance DNA analysis had shown them to be pigeon tendons.
Sixteenth-century glue recipes often included pigeon tendons to strengthen the mixture and
counteract the natural warping and splitting of the wood.
The evidence was reviewed by Professor Dr Gunnar Heydenreich of TH Köln, an expert on
Lucas Cranach the Elder, who confirmed that the painting was an original work by the master
from which it appears all later versions derive.
Court artist to the Saxon electors in Wittenberg, Lucas Cranach the Elder was one of the
most important painters of the German Reformation, a period marked by changes in religion,
philosophy, science and art. Prince Albert was particularly interested in his work, and twelve
paintings by Cranach and his workshop in the Royal Collection were acquired by the
Prince Consort, several as gifts from Queen Victoria.
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Portrait of a Lady and her Son, c.1510–40 is shown alongside other works by Cranach and
workshop in the King's Dressing Room at Windsor Castle: Apollo and Diana, c.1526, Lucretia,
1530, and The Judgement of Paris, c.1530–35.
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Notes to Editors
Royal Collection Trust, a department of the Royal Household, is responsible for the care
of the Royal Collection and manages the public opening of the official residences of
The Queen. Income generated from admissions and from associated commercial activities
contributes directly to The Royal Collection Trust, a registered charity. The aims of
The Trust are the care and conservation of the Royal Collection, and the promotion of access
and enjoyment through exhibitions, publications, loans and educational programmes. Royal
Collection Trust’s work is undertaken without public funding of any kind.
The Royal Collection is among the largest and most important art collections in the world,
and one of the last great European royal collections to remain intact. It comprises almost all
aspects of the fine and decorative arts, and is spread among some 15 royal residences and
former residences across the UK, most of which are regularly open to the public. The Royal
Collection is held in trust by the Sovereign for her successors and the nation, and is not
owned by The Queen as a private individual.

Admission to Windsor Castle is managed by The Royal Collection Trust, a registered charity in England and Wales (1016972) and in Scotland
(SCO39772).
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