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TEACHER NOTES: FOLLOW UP IDEAS 

 
Queen Victoria’s Palace  

 

 

Hot seat Queen Victoria 

 Ask her to describe her first impressions of Buckingham Palace and why she wanted to move 

in so quickly. The child being QV should remember to capture the excitement of being a 

teenager, but also use appropriate language for a Queen. 
 

 

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert feel the Throne Room is too small for public functions.  

 They would like to knock down an old library created by her grandfather and have built a 

very large room that can accommodate hundreds of people. 

 Write an argument to persuade the government to pay for this venture. Think carefully about 

the uses of this room. Think about the type of language you’ll need to use to convince them 

this is the right thing to do.  
 

 

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert held a birthday party for Prince Leopold in the Ball Supper Room 

in 1859. 

 Imagine, as a friend of the Prince you were invited. Describe what happened during the 

afternoon: think about the clothes everyone wore, what was there to eat, describe the games 

you played and what sort of presents the Prince received.  
 

 

 



 

 

 

Queen Victoria had the extension at the front of Buckingham Palace built for her children and their 

nurses and Governesses. 

 Design one of the nursery rooms. 

 Think about the type of heating that would be needed. Where would the windows be and 

what would they look like? You could make a room using an old box turned on it’s side. 

 What colour schemes would you use? Remember that the Victorian’s did not use specific 

colours for boys and girls (blue/pink) so be creative use anything you’d like. 

 Perhaps you can find some old wallpaper or design some yourself and colour or print it. How 

will you make the furniture? You could use small boxes such as matchboxes or sweet boxes. 

 

 

In 1848 Queen Victoria and Prince Albert created their first royal Christmas card.  

 Design a new card for them. Think of an image from the Palace you could use as a starting 

point. 

 

 

A silhouette is a portrait created with a single colour usually black.  

 Make your own silhouette of a member of the royal family using the painting Queen Victoria, 

Prince Albert and Children, by Winterhalter as an inspiration.  

 

A Brief History of Buckingham Palace 

 

George IV once lived just down the road at Carlton House, but on becoming King, he decided that 

he needed something much larger, much grander – a proper Palace to impress the public and big 

enough for entertaining on a stupendous scale. He acquired Buckingham House, then just a large 

mansion, and with his architect John Nash, set about adding a suite of State Rooms and decorating 

them in a fashion he deemed fit for a king. Sadly, he didn’t live to enjoy his creation – he died in 1830 

while it was still being completed. His successor William IV hated it and spent his six years as 

monarch elsewhere. When Queen Victoria became Queen, she lifted the dustsheets and recognized 

the merits of the building as an appropriate focus for the monarchy. She moved in immediately.  

 

But once married and with a growing family, it became evident that the Palace was no longer big 

enough. She made her feelings clear in a letter to the Prime Minister, Sir Robert Peel. She wrote: 

 

‘Sir Robert is acquainted with the state of the Palace, and the total want of accommodation for our growing 

little family, which is fast growing up… most parts of the Palace are in a sad state, and will ere long require a 

further outlay to render them decent… A room, capable of containing a larger number of those persons 

whom the Queen has to invite in the course of the season to balls, concerts, etc. than any of the present 

apartments can at once hold, is much wanted…’  

 

So the decision was made to extend the Palace with an addition to the East Wing to include the 

Ballroom, and to refurbish the Great Staircase, with the addition of kitchens below. 

 



 

 

The result is the Palace as it’s known and loved the world over today, and which your students will 

experience on their visit.  

 

All images of paintings and works of art below encountered during your workshop can be found 

digitally at:  

 

www.royalcollection.org.uk/exhibitions  

 

 

For further information, more images from the 

Royal Collection and lesson plans on life and the 

changes in Buckingham Palace from Queen 

Victoria’s accession in 1837, to the death of Prince 

Albert in 1861, go on to the London Grid for 

Learning Website (please note, an LGfL login is 

required) 

queen-victoria.lgfl.net  
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