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 1070 William  

the Conqueror builds 

Windsor Castle. 
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Henry VIII 
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All About Castles 
Windsor Castle is the home of Queen Elizabeth II. It is also a place to visit, packed with a wonderful     

collection of art and treasures. The Castle has had a long and exiting history! 
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I am William the Conqueror.               

I built castles to protect me and my 

Kingdom from enemies.  

Looking at the picture below, why do 

you think Windsor was a good       

place to build a castle? 

1952  

Queen Elizabeth II  

 

 

How old do you 

think Windsor 

Castle is?  

 _____  years old. 

Tips:   Castles should be built in safe places        

There were no cars or tap water in the Middle Ages 

 Medieval Kings enjoyed hunting 
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Over time the castle changed.  

Can you spot the difference between                      

the two pictures?  

William the Conqueror was a Norman �² he came from Normandy in northern France.    

He brought castles to England for the first time in 1066. The first castles that he built were 
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Keep �² a wooden tower in the centre of the castle.  It was the last line of defence 

Motte �² a steep mound built to make it hard for attackers to get to the keep         

Moat �² a deep ditch to slow down attackers, sometimes filled with water   

Bailey �² a wooden walled area used by soldiers and craftsmen, and a place to keep animals             
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