
The Life of 
Queen Elizabeth II



Early Life 

Family photograph following the christening of Princess 

Elizabeth of  York at Buckingham Palace, 29 May 1926

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2999930/family-group-photograph-following-the-christening-of-princess-elizabeth-of-york


King George V 

King George V (1865–1936)

https://www.rct.uk/collection/402023/king-george-v-1865-1936


Princess Elizabeth 
and Princess Margaret 

Princesses Elizabeth and Margaret, 15 July 1932

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2943787/princesses-elizabeth-and-margaret-15-july-1932


Royal Lodge

Queen Elizabeth II, when Princess Elizabeth of York, 

outside Y Bwthyn Bach c. 1933

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2808546/hm-queen-elizabeth-ii-b-1926-when-princess-elizabeth-of-york-outside-y-bwthyn


Death of King George V

Funeral of King George V (1865-1936) 1936

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2813952/funeral-of-king-george-v-1865-1936


King Edward VIII’s Accession
and Abdication

King Edward VIII and Wallis Simpson,  1978

https://www.rct.uk/collection/search#/2/collection/2000474/edward-viii-king-of-great-britain-1894-1972


King George VI’s Coronation

King George VI, Queen Elizabeth, Princess Elizabeth and 

Princess Margaret in their Coronation Robes, 12 May 1937

https://www.rct.uk/collection/themes/exhibitions/an-exhibition-of-photographs-to-celebrate-the-80th-birthday-of-hm-the-queen/windsor-castle-drawings-gallery/george-vi-queen-elizabeth-princess-elizabeth-and-princess-margaret-in-their-coronation-robes-12-may


Second World War

Princess Elizabeth’s first broadcast during a 

Children’s Hour programme in 1940

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2002152/princess-elizabeths-first-broadcast-during-a-childrens-hour-programme


Education and Hobbies

Princess Elizabeth with Princess Margaret, ‘Peggy’ and 

Mr Owen, the groom, c.1933–4

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2108324/princess-elizabeth-of-york-with-princess-margaret-of-york-peggy-and-mr-owen-the


Engagement

Engagement Photograph 10 - 10 Jul 1947

https://www.rct.uk/collection/search#/4/collection/2002364/engagement-photograph


Wedding 

Wedding photograph 20 Nov 1947

https://www.rct.uk/collection/themes/exhibitions/royal-weddings-1840-1947-from-queen-victoria-to-queen-elizabeth-ii/windsor-castle-drawings-gallery/wedding-photograph


Death of King George VI

The coffin of King George VI, during the lying in 

state Feb 1952

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2000811/the-coffin-of-king-george-vi-during-the-lying-in-state


Accession 

Princess in Nairobi. [Royal Visit to Kenya, 1952]



Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II

The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II,  2 June 1953

https://www.rct.uk/collection/themes/exhibitions/an-exhibition-of-photographs-to-celebrate-the-80th-birthday-of-hm-the-queen/windsor-castle-drawings-gallery/the-coronation-1953-the-crowning


Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II

Queen Elizabeth II seated underneath the canopy during 

her Coronation, 2 June 1953

https://www.rct.uk/collection/2999935/the-coronation-1953-seated-underneath-the-canopy


Coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II

Coronation Portrait of Queen Elizabeth II, 2 Jun 1953


